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encouragement to grow and develop into pro-
ductive members of society. We see the fruits 
of their patience and selfless dedication every 
day in our children and in ourselves. Building 
a cohesive relationship between teachers and 
the administration in charge of managing their 
school district is essential to extracting the 
most from our talented educators. 

This is why I am honored to recognize Dr. 
Sandra Mossman’s contribution to the Clear 
Creek Independent School District. She has 
been nominated to receive the 2007 Super-
intendent of the Year Award given annually 
since 1984 by the Texas Association of 
School Boards in Austin. The award is adju-
dicated based on several criteria relating to 
the efficient administration of education in the 
district and is determined by an elected board 
of members representing over 4.5 million stu-
dents. She represents one of 17 regional su-
perintendents around the state who have been 
acknowledged for their outstanding leadership 
skills and commitment to education. Dr. 
Mossman has been an innovative super-
intendent, pursuing initiatives that diversify the 
educational experiences of her students. She 
was instrumental in introducing the Early Col-
lege in High School track that would allow 
high school students to take classes at a local 
college and even receive a 2-year college de-
gree after fulfilling all their requirements. This 
is just one example of Dr. Mossman’s impor-
tant role in raising the standards of education 
for our children, and I certainly hope she will 
be recognized for her efforts at the TASB 
Convention in late August in Dallas. I am sure 
she will continue to inspire and lead young 
people and her colleagues alike to strive for 
the highest goals when examining education 
in this country. 

As noted historian Henry Adams once said, 
‘‘A teacher affects eternity; they can never tell 
where their influence stops.’’ It is a thought 
that should motivate all of us to follow the 
shining example Dr. Mossman has set of what 
it means to be a committed leader in edu-
cation in Texas. 
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to recognize an organization which 
is leading the fight against vision loss. Hope 
for Vision was founded to assist individuals 
dealing with the loss of vision, and to raise 
much needed funding for scientific research 
on retinal degenerative and other blinding dis-
eases, so that future generations will not have 
to cope with this tragic issue. 

I have the distinct pleasure and honor of 
being involved in this wonderful organization, 
and serve as an honorary member of the 
Board of Advisors. I also am proud to call sev-
eral integral members of this organization in-
cluding the Lidsky family, my friends. I have 
known Carlos and Betty Lidsky for many years 
and their son, Isaac, an attorney here in 
Washington, serves as the Chairman and 
President of Hope for Vision. 

At the age of 12, Isaac was diagnosed with 
retinitis pigmentosa, a retinal degenerative dis-

order. However, this did not slow Isaac down. 
He attended New World School of the Arts in 
Miami before receiving a bachelor’s and law 
degree from Harvard University. While at Har-
vard, he met his wife, Dorothy, who has be-
come a passionate advocate for the vision-im-
paired. 

This family has been deeply impacted with 
degenerative retinal diseases and they have 
fought to ensure this horrible condition re-
ceives the proper attention and research 
needed to find a cure. Their tenacity and cour-
age in the face of such adversity and heart-
break is commendable. Inspired by their dedi-
cation and hard work, we are working towards 
a cure. 

The Lidsky family has always been an out-
spoken advocate to raise awareness for 
issues surrounding inherited vision diseases. 
Vision loss is a problem which affects millions 
of Americans. More than 80 million Americans 
have a potentially blinding eye disease: 3 mil-
lion have low vision; 1.1 million are legally 
blind; and an additional 200,000 are severely 
visually impaired. However, research efforts 
into vision loss and blindness have already 
started to pay dividends. For example, sci-
entists have provided vision to the blind 
through microchip technologies, and clinical 
trials have started with pharmaceutical treat-
ments to combat vision loss. 

Research grants provided by Hope for Vi-
sion are providing our scientists with much 
needed funding to further progress on these 
initiatives. An example of this progress is the 
partnership between Hope for Vision and the 
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, located at the 
University of Miami in my Congressional Dis-
trict. These two organizations have teamed up 
to provide the best vision care possible for 
South Floridians by advancing research and 
treatment capabilities with two new innovative 
programs. With the help of the Department of 
Defense, they have developed the Miami 
Project for Ophthalmic Innovation to use the 
remarkable military technological advances to 
bring new therapies to patients. The goal of 
this project is to bring together ideas and peo-
ple from diverse backgrounds to implement re-
search projects aimed at enhancing military 
ocular health capabilities. It will directly benefit 
our brave men and women serving in uniform, 
our veterans, as well as the millions of other 
Americans who suffer from blinding eye trau-
ma and disease. 

Another initiative is the newly-created Cen-
ter for Hereditary Retinal Diseases at Bascom 
Palmer, which owes its very existence to Hope 
for Vision. Its goal is to identify every indi-
vidual in the state of Florida with an inherited 
eye disease and to provide them with genetic 
testing, counseling, and innovative treatments. 

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute is recognized 
as one of the world’s finest and most progres-
sive centers for eye care, research and edu-
cation. This year, U.S. News & World Report’s 
survey rated Bascom Palmer the Number 1 
eye hospital in the country. Its dedicated staff 
provides excellent vision care to more than 
200,000 patients annually at their facilities 
across South Florida. 

I am also proud to be a founding member 
and co-chair of the Congressional Vision Cau-
cus. This organization is a bipartisan coalition 
dedicated to strengthening and stimulating a 
national dialogue and policy on vision-related 

problems and disabilities. Our responsibility is 
to raise awareness about the increasing num-
ber of Americans at risk for age-related dis-
eases, preserve and protect eyesight, and en-
sure adequate resources are directed towards 
the research, prevention and treatment of eye 
disease. 

I have worked together with my colleagues 
in the South Florida Congressional delegation 
to ensure that Hope for Vision has the funds 
necessary to continue their work to discover 
treatments and cures for degenerative retinal 
diseases. As the baby boom generation 
reaches retirement age, vision loss will be-
come an increasingly familiar issue for many 
American families. 

Once again, I would to congratulate Hope 
for Vision on its successes, and look forward 
to working with this organization as it con-
tinues to address an issue of growing impor-
tance. 
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Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to New 
Jersey’s 18 newest young ambassadors, the 
female soccer players of the North Jersey All- 
Stars. Today, they will set off from JFK Airport 
in New York for a two-week trip of good will 
and sportsmanship on the East Coast of 
Brazil. 

While in the coastal cities of Sao Mateus 
and Jaguare, the team of soccer superstars 
will play five games with local players, will de-
liver more than $15,000 in donated soccer 
equipment and sportsgear, and will spread a 
message of friendship to the people of Brazil. 
While most Americans traveling to Brazil, 
spend their days and nights in the touristy re-
sorts, like Rio de Janeiro, these girls will be 
visiting a more remote and isolated, and far 
less wealthy, region. 

These high school-aged soccer players will 
be accompanied by their manager, David 
Heitman; trainers, Karen Hartigan and Phil 
Ross; and a local reporter, Brian Farrell. They 
will also be traveling with their coach, former 
professional soccer player, Roberto Ferman. 
The North Jersey All-Stars are: Zoey Talias of 
Wyckoff, Anna Rothschild of River Edge, Ash-
ley Walker of Mahwah, Nicolle Sanchez of 
Lyndhurst, Amanda Soto of Mahwah, Faith 
Tucker of Rutherford, Lexi Hutton of Basking 
Ridge, Christy Shedlock of North Haledon, 
Katy Generelli of Spotswood, Karen 
Schoepflin of Oakland, Brielle Heitman of 
Mahwah, Janelle Biagini of Wyckoff, Kelly 
TenEyck of Mahwah, Brooke Bandazian of 
Wyckoff, Chelsea Marie Wuesthoff of Ironia, 
Sarah Royse of Northvale, Catherine Wolff of 
Wyckoff, Mimi Kocela of Waldwick. 

I commend these young women for their 
dedication to their sport and for their efforts to 
use that sport to spread a message of good 
will and sportsmanship overseas. 
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